Material Storage

Material staging areas on a jobsite are very important.  Sometimes at the beginning of construction materials are placed wherever space is available.  The location of all of your material is very important.  You need to first think where each piece will need to be moved following drop off delivery.  It should be a goal to minimize this distance to reduce work load and injury risk.  

Management Directive

Discuss with your employees the importance of having a defined material staging area, and the need for good housekeeping throughout the jobsite. 

Storage Areas Outside
Lumber companies today have the ability to deliver materials anywhere on a jobsite.  Lumber piles should be located near the structure location and in an accessible location for safe material handling, whether it be manual or with mechanical equipment.  You should be aware of nearby hazards when choosing a storage area, such as overhead power lines, temporary electrical line, bathroom facilities, or water hazards.  
Housekeeping outside should remain cleaned up to facilitate the safe movement of materials throughout the jobsite.

Storage Areas Inside
Delivery options do not stop with outside drop off.  Companies, such as drywall deliverers, may have equipment available to deliver sheetrock inside the jobsite and into second floor rooms.  This is an excellent service and greatly reduces risk for injury from material handling.  Make sure the location of your interior staging point does not block stairways, doorways, or intersections.  Blocking an exit path could be very dangerous should an emergency occur on the jobsite.

Keeping Storage Areas Clean

As you move and remove materials from the staging area make a mental note to keep the area clean.  Dispose of all loose scrap and trash that is created from the material staging area.  This will reduce clutter and trip hazards from accumulating around the area.  A clean site can also be perceived as a quality site by homeowners, customers, or potential buyers, so keep that in mind when you are cleaning up your job.

Safety Review Quiz
1. What should you ask yourself when choosing a staging area?

2. How can delivery companies assist you in reducing material handling risks?

3. What is being done to keep the storage area clean?

4. What is wrong with blocking doorways in a house with material?

Material Storage Sign-Off Sheet
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