Jobsite Fire Hazards

We use many different sources of power on jobsites.  Most commonly we use electricity from a temporary pole, but gas powered generators, kerosene space heaters, portable gas stoves, and blow torches are also used.  It is important we monitor the use of these items closely and remain aware of their surroundings.  Other fire hazards, such as controlled fires outside, should be watched as well.

Management Directives

Identify fire hazards on the jobsite and how to prevent them from starting a fire

OSHA’s Fire Protection Requirement

The employer shall be responsible for the development of a fire protection program to be followed throughout all phases of the construction and demolition work, and he shall provide for the firefighting equipment as specified in this subpart. As fire hazards occur, there shall be no delay in providing the necessary equipment.  See 1926.150(a)(1).
Gas Generators

Generators are an excellent source for power where electricity is unavailable.  Since they are gas powered special attention needs to be given to them.  It only takes a spark for a fire to begin, so locate the generator on an open space free of debris or fire potential.  The generator should also be located somewhere that allows for appropriate fresh air.  Emission off a generator can overwhelm a crew suddenly.  

Space Heaters

Staying warm on your jobsite is always a concern for workers.  Construction, or forced air type heaters that burn kerosene and propane are often used inside jobsites, but they can easily start a fire if sawdust or debris makes contact with the burner.  Locate them in a safe direction out of the way of worker traffic and saw cutting.  Also be aware of the amount of fresh air on the site.  You must provide at least a three square foot opening of fresh, outside air for each 100,000 btu’s of heat.  The manufacturers’ also have not designed the heaters to be used for in home heating.  If you are remodeling an existing house, this style of heater is not permitted, unless you meet the fresh air requirement.  Be safe this winter and closely monitor your heaters or fires.

Portable Gas Stoves

Gas stoves are becoming more popular for cooking on-site meals at lunch time.  Stoves should not be used in the structure, because saw dust and other debris can easily catch fire.  Locate the stove in an open, clear area free of such hazards.  It would be recommended a fire extinguisher be located on site when using a portable stove.

Blow Torches
Plumbers and electricians sometimes use blow torches in their trades.  Often their work is in tight or confined areas.  Accidentally crossing a wood stud can easily happen, resulting in a small fire.  A fire extinguisher should be nearby in case this happens.  Also make sure when welding, any flammable or combustible chemicals are clear from the area.  Protective non-flammable clothing might also be recommended when using blow torches
Smoking on the Jobsite
Smoking should not be permitted anywhere where there are flammable materials.  Smokers should have a designated area where smoking is permitted and a place for butts to be stored safely.  
Safety Review Quiz
1. What fire hazards are there on your jobsite?

2. How would you control a fire should one start?

3. Is there a smoking policy on your jobsite?
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